Lung cancer cell type and mining exposure.
It is frequently stated that the most common primary lung cancer cell type in asbestos-exposed persons is adenocarcinoma. Recently a contrary opinion has been expressed. This study compares the cell types recorded among deceased South African miners whose lungs were examined at the National Centre for Occupational Health. It supports the opinion that adenocarcinoma is not associated with asbestos exposure. From the large database available, there is no evidence of a consistent association between any particular cell type and specific mining exposure.